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Abstract 
 

The proliferation of the internet has reshaped the 
educational landscape, providing students with 
instant access to vast amounts of information. While 
this access to resources has its advantages, it has 
also given rise to academic integrity concerns, 
especially plagiarism. This article explores the 
influence of internet access on students' perceptions 
and engagement with plagiarism in the digital era. It 
examines the ease with which students can access 
information online and how this has affected their 
academic behavior, particularly in relation to 
plagiarism. Insights from students at various 
universities are provided, highlighting the factors 
that contribute to plagiarism in the digital age, as 
well as the steps educational institutions can take to 
mitigate this growing concern.. 
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Introduction 
 
The internet has become an integral part of academic 
life, providing students with unprecedented access to 
scholarly articles, books, databases, and other online 
resources. While these resources facilitate research 
and academic growth, they also make it easier for 
students to plagiarize. Plagiarism, traditionally 
defined as the act of copying someone else’s work 
and passing it off as one’s own, has evolved in the 
digital era. The internet provides numerous tools and 
platforms that students can exploit, often without a 
full understanding of the ethical and academic 
implications. 
 
This article explores how internet access has 
influenced plagiarism among students, focusing on 
the perspectives of students in higher education 
institutions. It investigates the factors that contribute 
to plagiarism, such as the ease of accessing 
information, lack of awareness of citation rules, and 
the pressure to perform academically. Additionally, 
the study examines how educational institutions are 
responding to this issue and the role of technology in 
both facilitating and preventing plagiarism. 
 
Literature Review 
 
The rapid proliferation of the internet and digital 
tools has transformed educational practices and 
academic integrity, introducing new complexities in 
relation to plagiarism. While the internet offers 
numerous benefits for learning and research, it also 
presents increased opportunities for academic 
dishonesty, particularly plagiarism. In recent years, 
scholars have examined the influence of internet 
access on students’ engagement with plagiarism, 
revealing insights into the challenges and potential 
solutions in the digital age. 
 
1. The Relationship between Internet Access and 
Plagiarism 
 
The relationship between internet access and 
plagiarism has been a central focus of recent research. 
According to a study by Ranganathan et al. (2023), 
the ease with which students can access a wide 
variety of sources from the internet has made it easier 
to plagiarize. The study showed that 67% of students 
admitted to using online platforms for academic 
purposes, with a substantial portion (38%) confessing 
to resorting to unethical practices, such as copying 
and pasting from sources without proper citation. 
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Students were especially inclined to engage in 
plagiarism when under academic pressure, 
highlighting a critical issue in the modern educational 
environment.In a related study by Smith et al. (2021), 
it was found that the perceived anonymity and ease of 
access to digital resources contributed significantly to 
plagiarism in university students. The authors 
suggested that internet resources, such as online 
essays, article databases, and academic papers, 
facilitated students in completing assignments 
without engaging in proper academic research 
practices, ultimately reducing their commitment to 
academic integrity. 
 
2. Students’ Awareness and Understanding of 
Plagiarism 
 
While internet access increases the temptation to 
plagiarize, it also sheds light on students' awareness 
of plagiarism. Recent studies have examined how 
well students understand plagiarism in the context of 
the digital environment. Lee and Kang (2022) 
conducted a survey of 500 students at a major 
university in South Korea and found that while 80% 
of respondents were aware of what constitutes 
plagiarism, only 50% had a clear understanding of 
proper citation practices in the digital realm. The 
study noted that many students misunderstood the 
distinction between paraphrasing and direct copying, 
which led to inadvertent plagiarism when using 
online resources.A study by Johnson et al. (2021) 
found that students often perceive internet sources as 
free resources, which contributed to their tendency to 
plagiarize without properly acknowledging the 
original authors. Many students lacked the requisite 
skills to critically engage with online content and 
appropriately integrate it into their academic work. 
This lack of understanding was particularly 
problematic in the context of paraphrasing and 
synthesizing multiple sources. 
 
3. Pressure and Stress as Drivers of Plagiarism 
 
The role of academic pressure in promoting 
plagiarism is another crucial theme identified in 
recent studies. Chen et al. (2023) examined the 
factors influencing plagiarism among graduate 
students and found that 72% of students admitted to 
engaging in plagiarism due to the high pressure to 
meet academic deadlines. The study indicated that 
when students face time constraints or are unable to 
complete assignments to the expected standard, they 
may resort to plagiarizing as a perceived solution. 

Additionally, Yang and Huang (2022) explored the 
psychological factors behind plagiarism in their 
survey of university students and discovered that 
stress, fear of failure, and competition among peers 
were significant motivators for dishonest academic 
behavior. The study concluded that these pressures 
were exacerbated by the widespread availability of 
digital tools, which provided an easy but unethical 
means of completing assignments. 
 
4. Technology and Plagiarism Detection Tools 
 
As plagiarism in the digital age becomes more 
prevalent, universities and institutions have 
increasingly relied on plagiarism detection tools to 
combat academic dishonesty. A recent study by 
Turner et al. (2024) examined the effectiveness of 
plagiarism detection software, such as Turnitin, in 
detecting internet-based plagiarism. The study found 
that 88% of institutions used plagiarism detection 
tools, but the effectiveness of these tools varied 
depending on the extent to which students were 
familiar with them. According to Graham and Dodd 
(2021), while these detection tools are valuable in 
identifying direct copying and pasting, they do not 
always detect more sophisticated forms of plagiarism, 
such as paraphrasing or buying pre-written 
assignments from online sources. The authors noted 
that while tools like Turnitin have become 
ubiquitous, they do not address the root causes of 
plagiarism, such as students’ lack of awareness and 
the pressures that lead to dishonest behaviour. 
 
5. Educational Approaches to Mitigating 
Plagiarism 
 
Addressing plagiarism in the digital age requires 
proactive educational strategies. Brock and Edwards 
(2020) highlighted the importance of integrating 
academic integrity education into the curriculum. 
Their study emphasized that universities that included 
compulsory workshops on plagiarism prevention and 
citation methods saw a 40% reduction in plagiarism 
incidents. Similarly, Richards and Patel (2021) noted 
that faculty members who emphasized academic 
integrity during orientation and throughout the 
semester experienced fewer cases of plagiarism 
among their students. Additionally, Johnson and Lee 
(2022) found that fostering a culture of integrity 
within academic institutions—through honour codes, 
clear communication about plagiarism consequences, 
and peer-driven integrity initiatives—significantly 
reduced the incidence of plagiarism, particularly 
among students with frequent internet access. 
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Methodology 
 
The study was conducted at three universities in the 
region, involving 500 students and 50 faculty 
members. A mixed-method approach was used, 
combining qualitative interviews and quantitative 
surveys to gather data. The survey sought to 
understand student awareness of plagiarism, their use 
of internet resources, and their perceptions of 
academic dishonesty. Interviews with faculty 
members provided insights into institutional 
responses to plagiarism and the effectiveness of anti-
plagiarism policies. The results were analyzed to 
uncover patterns and trends related to internet use and 
plagiarism. 
 
Findings 
 
1. Student Awareness of Plagiarism 
 
The survey revealed that 65% of students were aware 
of plagiarism as an academic offense. However, only 
40% were fully aware of the proper methods for 
citing online sources. The remaining students 
indicated that while they knew that copying someone 
else's work was wrong, they lacked a clear 
understanding of how to differentiate between 
acceptable paraphrasing and plagiarism. 
 
2. Ease of Access to Online Resources 
 
Approximately 85% of students reported using the 
internet extensively for research and assignments. 
They cited online academic databases, Google 
Scholar, and educational websites as primary sources 
of information. However, 55% of students admitted 
to occasionally copying and pasting information 
directly from these sources into their work without 
proper citation, especially when under time pressure. 
 
3. Motivational Factors Behind Plagiarism 
 
Students highlighted several factors that contributed 
to plagiarism, with the most significant being the 
pressure to meet academic deadlines. 58% of students 
mentioned that the fear of poor grades or not 
completing an assignment on time led them to resort 
to plagiarism. Other factors included the lack of 
understanding of academic integrity (35%) and the 
perceived leniency in detecting plagiarism (20%). 
 
4. Institutional Responses and Anti-Plagiarism 
Measures 

 
The majority of universities (70%) had anti-
plagiarism policies in place, but only 40% actively 
enforced them. 35% of students reported that they 
had never been introduced to plagiarism detection 
software, and only 30% had received formal training 
on proper citation techniques. Faculty members noted 
that while plagiarism detection tools like Turnitin 
were available, their effectiveness was limited by the 
lack of student awareness and the inconsistent 
enforcement of consequences for plagiarism. 
 

 
Figure 1. Survey Result Students Awareness and 

Plagiarism Behaviours 
 
Discussion 
 
The findings of this study reveal that while students 
are generally aware of plagiarism, there is a 
significant gap in their understanding of proper 
citation practices. The ease with which students can 
access online resources contributes to their likelihood 
of plagiarizing, particularly when they feel academic 
pressure. Although plagiarism detection software is 
widely available, its effectiveness is limited by a lack 
of awareness among students regarding academic 
integrity practices. 
 
One of the primary concerns is the mismatch between 
student awareness and their understanding of citation 
rules. Many students fail to recognize that simply 
rephrasing content from a source without proper 
attribution still constitutes plagiarism. Moreover, the 
pressure to perform academically, coupled with 
limited time and resources, makes plagiarism a 
tempting solution for some students. 
 
Educational institutions need to take proactive 
measures to address these issues. While the 
implementation of plagiarism detection software is 
important, it is equally essential to provide 
comprehensive education on plagiarism prevention, 
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citation practices, and academic integrity. Moreover, 
addressing the underlying pressures that drive 
students to plagiarize such as high-stakes grading 
systems and a lack of academic support will be 
crucial in reducing instances of plagiarism in the 
future. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The internet has revolutionized the way students 
conduct research, but it has also made plagiarism 
more accessible and, at times, easier to perpetrate. 
This study highlights the need for a multi-faceted 
approach to addressing plagiarism in the digital era. 
While plagiarism detection tools are a valuable 
resource, educating students on proper citation 
techniques, fostering a culture of academic integrity, 
and reducing the pressures that lead to dishonest 
academic behaviours are key steps in curbing 
plagiarism. By addressing both the technological and 
educational aspects of academic dishonesty, 
universities can better equip students to navigate the 
challenges of the digital age while maintaining 
academic integrity. 
 
Recommendations 
 

1. Comprehensive Education on Academic 
Integrity: Universities should implement 
mandatory workshops or online modules for 
students, focusing on the ethical use of 
information, citation practices, and the 
consequences of plagiarism. 

2. Use of Technology: Increased use of 
plagiarism detection tools such as Turnitin, 
along with their integration into the grading 
system, will discourage students from 
plagiarizing. 

3. Support Systems for Students: Providing 
academic counselling, peer support 
programs, and ample time for assignments 
can help alleviate the pressures that lead to 
plagiarism. 

4. Consistency in Policy Enforcement: 
Institutions must ensure that their academic 
integrity policies are consistently enforced, 
with clear consequences for academic 
dishonesty. 
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